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BTS Inspirational Message (English Translation): Figurative Language and Imagery
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Abstract

The purpose of this quantitative and qualitative research is to analyze figurative
language and imagery in BTS inspirational song lyrics (English translation). The subjects are
25 purposely selected motivational song lyrics. Rungrudee Plaengsorn’s figurative language
(2020) and Arp & Johnson’s imagery (2011, cited in Yaito & Termjai. 2021) are used to
analyze the lyrics. The findings are as follows: 25 motivational song lyrics can be divided
into three sub-themes: 10 inspirational songs with lyrics to comfort listeners, 7 inspirational
songs with lyrics to encourage listeners to keep going and never give up, and 8
inspirational songs with lyrics to enhance self-esteem. The most dominant figurative
language found in three sub-themes is a symbol. For imagery, organic imagery is found the
most dominant. Three sub-themes of BTS inspirational song lyrics share some
characteristics, i.e. using seasons and nature to convey meaning and possess the different
focus: bringing comfort for the first sub-theme, giving encouragement to fight for the
second sub-theme, and enhancing self-love for the third sub-theme. This results in deeply
and meaningfully delivering the love and inspirational message to the heart of listeners.

Keywords: Inspirational song lyrics, Figurative language, Imasery
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AumelaBnTe (Yaito & Termjai. 2021) ¥l Fuansiinaanusdnlddntaniinisna
s nsslunsanmaylvgunisgnsensuniiedunuiiairassd Tanuiiaule uagan
Usenieaiudn (@annd defadiaun, 2544 9n9dalu guiun daniuud, 2561) asau n13ld
AMMNAUNITNE1NAUITIIUUNINAIYBS Brian Mcknight I’d sail across the ocean bring you
the sun. (Maftuhah, 2018) vin Tl sdudaléfieninuidnsndadnajvunfiinazaeadedn
uaymsiiedimsenfingunlidnig uenainammmall JunnmAdununmilsiazdisais
Juaun1siideulaeldauazid Junnmdslvgiladilaaaunisallumas Jusuinisam
wnnsalaunsyisanansnidndudaianinuvaneuninas Junnmdaeligsuidnuazaienm
mnufAnvesfifsusenuniuuszaunmsaliifudesdudasuliniunisueiiu des savi ng
duffauazndu (Yastanti & Sucilawati, 2020) %ummwﬁmmaﬁﬁ'mLﬁaamﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁéwmﬁm
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Adsurinunslivssamdudans 5 diauenmlunudeulfesednuniinislidosdiily
Prwadnesansalurudouriliifanusunindu (Gag7 unases, 2564) datu msldiunnm
memmﬁﬂﬂﬂuuwLwa\iﬁuaﬂ Taylor Swift And you were too afraid to tell her what you
want. (Yastanti & Susilawati, 2020) #ildfuansmuidnunandvinliilsdudalsfeoisuaidn
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UNINASRNS 9 devenans ANuAn veniafanudanvestindes B9 BTS Aidunnuni
nilafiflunmasnnuisuansfieniuidn dnfn imuainainnateyuues 29 BTS iudrsauns
invidfilszauanudniadusgrannisluniviazldsunissensulussdvuiund Toe
Sudawt 2017 BTS iJufalu K-pop Aszavanuduiaunian uagneliiAnnszuaionly
glsy ans1voru1dng anigewsni uazaziuoannais 23 BTS lnailudaludyyifining
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Agatutususunidurdndaveda 200 Asatalnsldszoznatisuninasdd (Karakas, 2022)
31 BTS lasusnedasing q lusgdvainauinuiey argaluauyseniasiada American Music
Awards T 2021 24 BTS 1udaluteilenguusnluuseiimansilaiusnata Artist of the Year
suvadudiiawiadefuiilédusieta Favorite Pop Duo or Group 53usesneTa Favorite Pop
Song 1NBaLAa Butter (B$nweeviyuad, 2565)
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Tudiidu 1y msdndies ureeududitios uazauiluveauangalyal Tul 2017 23 BTS
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1. MWNAUUTELANANLLUS s UL NNy § 3 dnwale lown anuaed 1 AWl
AILUTeUNUsEnaumedIundeIn1swWIsuaAgsTeukasduniiuwIeulaun guun
(simile) wazguanual (metaphor) anwagdl 2 MwnatdaudIsulagusingdiuntiseuli
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Wisulnen1sendieg19a1ni3e9319619 9 1oua 11581989 (allusion) wuawiieu (analogy) was
guunilviend (allegory)

2. pmmadusznnlddunuinisdenivesnmnaivssianiiinanduauinises
dnidoulunsanyAdeililiuyviviediiuuussnliviAsorensviedauddninilou
UYWINIBNITRANAIRAUAIINIFY IkAuaaISugIunsounnadn (personification) ausAn1ae
(apostrophe) waza@nail (hyperbole)

3. pmmanidszianauudienseing emvesnmwatilssaniliighvarddn Ao
nsldrsedennuiidaudeiusirnudandaiunduilidemvenuideuiinruaazaais 1
91U Fawvadu 6 Usean léun nswaifs Grony) Ufuw (anticlimax) fesl (epigram) Ufmail
(oxymoron) Ufjnssel (paradox) wazn1zids (antithesis)

4. amwatissmiaudesuasaud evmvssmmmatissnni filouarlfidemia
unUasuuUasaununeln vielunisaudmzvesdnienisdeudesssud wiady
2 Usztan loun dvmanunion1sideudessssus@ (onomatopoeia) Lagn1siaual (pun)
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question) #3831 (interrogation)
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5. Junnwmsduda Wunsldduilefgaanuidndula Tngedutinunsdsidneeisls
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6. Junnmnsuansanuidniule Wunslddiiessureanuidnnelu awidn uas
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nsiteadsiifignuszasdifielinssiammaiiasdunnmluuninasifunAaliidsdla
Y9939 BTS 91uau 25 unmiwas lnerduatuuvaniwnsenguainiiules genius (2021) tail

1. Life Goes On 2. Permission to Dance 3. Good Day 4. Magic Shop 5. Lost
6. Tomorrow 7. Zero O' Clock 8. Stay Gold 9. Lights 10. Spring Day 11 . We are
Bulletproof: The Eternal 12. Louder Than Bombs 13. Never mind 14. ON 15. Not Today
16. Young Forever 17. A Supplementary Story: You Never Walk Alone 18. Anpanman
19. ’m Fine 20. Paradise 21. Answer: Love Myself 22. Epiphany 23. Wings 24. Mikrokosmos
25. Idol

AIdednsgrinmnanlagldnisuuinmnatuedsand unases (2563) lnoudseanidy
MwnatUsznvAIeu Usenausie guun audnwal dydnwal uinty waen13o1eds nmnwal
Usstanldaunuinis Usenaumig Uaaitugiu wasn1snaiiugse A1mnatusstanaauwes
U30MS9U Usenaumig URnau nunatussinniauidssiaziaudl Usenaus 2 n1sideudes
drulunniniiasigilaeldn1suiedunnineues Arp & Johnson (2011, 814iislu Yaito &
Termjai. 2021) TaglauUadunnineandu 7 Useinn Usenaume Juannnisiiy 3uanInnig
168y Funnmnslandu Funaimnsiusa Junnwnisduda Junnmuansnaddnlule uas
Junnmuaninisadouln
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Nan1538

MAMPRERUnaTiTwuAalriddan 25 mas nuiamseudiesniduiudes
anuiudes lnewasSugesi 1 \Jumasiiliddslauuutasuusslay Usenauludiemas 10
Wwas lawn 1. Life Goes On 2. Permission to Dance 3. Good Day 4. Magic Shop 5. Lost
6. Tomorrow 7. Zero O' Clock 8. Stay Gold 9. Lights 10. Spring Day wwasSugesd 2 Wumas
flvirnadanuunssduliined egweuui Usznoulusemas 7 iwaa ldun 1. We are Bulletproof:
The Eternal 2. Louder Than Bombs 3. Never mind 4. ON 5. Not Today 6. Young Forever
7. A Supplementary Story: You Never Walk Alone waziwassugesi 3 Wumasiilirdslalag
Tianusiula Snuazifiunmueluiaies Ussnaulusemas 8 twas 1dun 1. Anpanman 2. I'm

Fine 3. Paradise 4. Answer: Love Myself 5. Epiphany 6. Wings 7.Mikrokosmos 8. Idol

AAUN 1 NANISILATIZHAINNARL

a 1 Y L4 Ny Yo o a 1
197191 1 A1AUR i@ﬁlﬁ%ﬂaﬁﬂ’]WWﬁ]uf\]’]ﬂLWﬁﬂ‘VlIMﬂ'Wﬁ\‘ﬂ*’\] 3 dUYDY

U I“ﬁ'usjaﬂﬁ 1 | I%‘usiaaﬁ 2 | I%’uejaﬂﬁ 3 |

AU DYAY aA1uUN AU ERLEGH A1AUN | AIUA ERLEGH aA1nuUN
1. guun 17 | 25 2 0 0 6 5 8.2 4
2. guanual 8 | 117 | 4 4 8.3 3 0 13 | 213 | 2
3. UAADY Y 10 | 147 | 3 0 0 6 5 8.2 4
4. Ufnay 5 | 74| 5 1 2.1 5 4 6.6 5
5. fydnual 23 | 338 | 1 35 73 1 24 | 393 1
6. N1591909 3 | 44 | 6 5 104 | 2 7 11.5 3
7. MINAAUIN 1 1.5 7 2 4.1 il 3 4.9 6
8. NMSLALULEYY 1 1.5 7 0 0 6 0 0 7
9. Ul 0 0 8 1 2.1 5 0 0 7

394 68 | 100 | - 48 | 100 - 61 | 100

o % L3

an15isenui1 nndnvaiinuanniigalumadlimadlatansudesio dydnuel las
wasduges? 1 Fadumasiilimadauvuvasuuszlan Wislarumis finvwd 23 Aadufesay
33.8 luvauzdl wassudosd 2 Fudumasiilimaslauvunszduliviod egroeuud fanud 35
Anifufovas 73 wasimassudend 3 Judumasilimdslalaglvidanuiila Snuaziiunuaily

fed HAun 24 Andusesas 39.3
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AN5ATIZRATNNAY
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PNMTUATIEAUTLNASNTRUIARLAASTlaTTsanNEuges wu AdnwasAwmiloudy fal
1. [gania winter unugUassn FrnafiaiieddeansagiuiulubilalusTuidie
woriu spring Jadudtydnualinuanueugu AUl Yiwafivhe

1.1 It’s all winter here even in August. | want to g¢o to the other side of Earth,

holding your hand, put an end to winter. (Spring Day)

1.2 Am | still in a dream? Is it really spring that came after the long winter? (We
are Bulletproof: The Eternal)
1.3 Now let’s forgive ourselves. Our lives are long, trust yourself when in a

maze. When winter passes, spring always comes (Answer: Love Myself)

2. 153 5UIRAUEIBULYU galaxy, sunrise, star, constellation wnudsna 14 light
Judrydnvalainsanla unuaumis 3 Nseed
2.1 The time is now so let’s do it right. We’ll keep going and stay up until we

see the sunrise. (Permission to Dance)

2.2 We won’t ever die today. Light shines through the darkness. It wants a new
world and you. (Not today)
2.3 One light is ambition. Some light is rebellion. People’s lights all are
precious. (Mikrosmos)
3. I9s55ufnuau ey rainstorms, rain, cliff, darkness, shadow, black wind,

=

foggy morming fidefguassa unullymauassa waginisld maze Wudydnualdofsguassa

3.1 Lost my way constantly pushing without rest within the harsh rainstorms.
(Lost)

3.2 The unfamiliar shadow amidst those cheers in my quiet sea (Louder Than
Bombs)

3.3 As | open my eyes, I’'m a hero, but still in maze. (Anpanman) But as | keep
doing that, | just can't bear the storm inside my heart. (Epiphany)

4. 19 scar, pain JWudadnuaidedalszaunisaifinanain $ossm Gfiadreanudulin

4.1 In the end it will all return as scars. (Magic shop)

4.2 Bring the pain. It'l become my blood and flesh. (On)
4.3 All pain, say goodbye, goodbye. All of sadness and scars became an old

memory now. (I am fine)
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wenani lumasiudesd 2 uannasdudenit 3 fimslddudnvalludnuasiviioususl
1. &y dnualidedadunsiiniidosiad leun the road Tneiduidunaiiduluse
guasIA YNvuy Aeafludninaiisganing
1.1 No matter how thorny the road is, run (Never Mind)
1.2 I went on the road that | was told not to go. (Wings)
2. lfdnydnuaifinlugaudnda thifle wing, arrow Tnsaessiidefamslugaavang
2.1 I want to fly though | have no wings. (You never walk alone)

2.2 The target of thousands of bright arrows is me alone. (Answer: Love Myself)

v v

dmsudndnwainilanuwanaesnulwasninulfnlvndslaluausudssnuludnwue

Fovigluil

1. wunslédydnvaldedansliimasla fiaunislumasdugosd 1 deilawdwiligdn
augule Tanunis lai719210u a door in your heart, new song L4 When this song ends
May a new song begins. (Zero O' Clock)

2. wumsl¥ddnvaiiiuguassalidosdedlumassugoni 2 Fudumasiiliigdla
LLUUﬂizéjﬂﬁﬁiaﬁ DU18BULW LU the glass ceiling, stone, prison, wave wag 14 maze unu

Qﬂa’iiﬂ‘ﬁ'%ﬁmﬁuﬂ’l LU Break the glass ceiling that cages you. (Not Today)

AAUN 2 NANITIATIZIIUANIN

o 1 a v a N9 Yo o a
A19799N 2 ANAIUD iﬂﬂagﬂa\if\]umﬂqwf\ﬂﬂLWﬁQWIVﬂ’]aﬂi"ﬂ 3 3UYRY

S I%‘msiaaﬁ 1 | I%uﬂ'aaﬁ 2 | I%‘ueiasjﬁ 3 |
AU YAY A1AUN | AIUD VYAY AUN | AIUAN EREGH A1AUN
1 FURAINNNTLTY 41 12.4 3 23 9.9 4 52 20.2 2
2 JuaNINNIT B 3¢ | 103 | 4 28 12 3 8 3.1 4
3 Jumamnisléndu | 0 0 6 0 0 7 0 0 6
4 JUANINNITTUTE 0 0 6 1 0.4 6 0 0 6
5 FUANINANTHUEE 14 4.2 5 8 3.4 5 6 2.3 5
6 IUANTNLLEAR 146 44.1 1 95 40.8 1 140 54.5 1
Auaniule
7 JUANINLAAINT 96 29 2 78 | 335 2 51 19.9 3
AUl
39U 331 100 - 233 100 - 257 100 -
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nan1Tidenuin Juanmdlduniiaslumaddimadlaiianusudes fe Junnmuans
mw3antule Tnemasdugesil 1 fadumasiiliifdslauvuvasuusslay Tidanunis fanwd
146 Anlufovay 44.1 Tuvaed asSudesd 2 Fadumasilimaslauuunsedulvivod
othwouusl Iaud 95 Andudosas 40.8 dwiuinasudenil 3 Sadumasilimalalaglel

Audule Snuaziiunuattudes daud 140 Andudesas 54.5

N15AATIAIUANIN

MNMTIAsTIERUTmaiiunalfddaanstuges wuin fnsldsunnmiidediu
uIn wazdunamiideduau Tnefldhuarmsldsselul

Juanmiuuin gaswitismiude Wunsliidste biliveuwd egmnands duan
mmé?ﬂa Tnely don’t be afraid, don’t worry, never lose dream, don’t give up, without
fear tJuduy

1. When tomorrow comes, the bright light will shine so don’t worry. (Tomorrow)

2. We don’t fear anymore. We are we are together, bulletproof. Yeah we have
you have you. (We are Bulletproof: The Eternal)

3. I'm not afraid because it's me (Answer: Love Myself)

Tuvasertufinuimasdimadlausasiudes fanuuansaiused

wassugesd 1 Fudumasilvirddauuutasuysslay Idamuns aldfiiuaninis
Uasuleuliauigla 1§inegdneg Iaeld comfort, want to hold you 1unslvmaslanuy
‘q'uma TgAAnuIeLdsuln Wi love, miracle, happiness, stronger, happy, thankfully Wag
Wiidslatmaniseifren azsiuly

1. Yeah, life goes on but thankfully between you and me nothing's changed. (Life
Goes On)

2. If you want a miracle, I'll show you one. (Stay Gold)

3. As you share happiness, it multiplies. (Good Day)

4. Open the door and this place will await. It’s okay to believe the Magic Shop
will comfort you. (Magic Shop)

5. Maybe cherries are blossoming. And winter is going to be over. (Spring Day)

vaugimasdugesil 2 Fadumasiiliidslowvunsedulined edrwenust 143unnm
wansaufanlulafidunisliidsladies Wésely Tnsliauladinndiansainiay
didn’t care, Never mind, a fighter LLazLLammmg\iﬁu Gi’e)fj Lﬁ@lﬂﬁﬂﬁ;ﬂwma Tagld want to

be young kaz want to fly
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1. Can't hold me down cause you know I'm a fighter. (On)

2. Forever, | want to be young. (Young Forever)

dmsumasdugond 3 Fadumasilimddelagliiiniusiule Snuaziiunueluites
wudumnmildunislidndies vinldduesdienuae lliaeaeerlsn suisliiauila
fes Tiviganunudu Tidumanudess asiluvesiaies lddwdudounilousudu 1uns
Triaslafauugi venanddsliueniuiumesnuduiivesiaes ufellauysaiuuy 19
f109 WiunuAvosiites gilalusiaies Weshiluiies iWelunisdnduladonmaiuvessies
ieuiiala walddeanan

1. Our future will only have happiness. So put away your fear. Enjoy it, you
worked hard, we so fine. (I’'m Fine)

2. If having a future is the only dream existing. Then what is the dream you had
last night in your bed? It's alright if the name of the dream is different. (Paradise)

3. | finally realized so | love me. Not so perfect but so beautiful. I'm the one |
should love. (Epiphany)

4. You can call me artist. You can call me Idol. No matter what you call me. |
don’t care. I'm proud of it (proud it). (Idol)

5. I made a decision; | will have unconditional trust. It's time to be brave, I'm not
afraid because | believe I'm different from what | was. (Wings)

JURAINAIUAU

dwfunisldiunamiuay wuludnwasiwilouty Ao Wulddunnmanuidnluled
waniauAusanas aruddnidulan anuddniands duwmad ﬂ%ﬁmiﬁﬂéqufﬂ AUSEN
gouue Awidnmilosdn anuidnuin deswensnn puddnduan awddnvasme awddn
W1 a1 Anuganuends anuianindends ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂgiuLﬁaLwa\i

1. At the end of my despair, you're the last reason for me who was standing at
the edge of the cliff. (Magic Shop)

2. Your silent sadness, it shakes me. (Louder Than Bombs)

3. But | don’t wanna die anymore. Me, who used to be sad. Me, who used to be

hurt. (Answer: Love Myself)
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(% (% L3

anwal Yeliaenransiuuideves Maftuhah (2018) Alaataszvnmsidninnatluuninases

Brian Mcknight kagnuinnmmanildinniganonsnaraiugss wasawideves Siallgan, Manurung

=

& Sinaga (2017) M lA7tAs1zAN1sIE A MNALLazIUAAIWTUUMLINAIVBY Taylor Swift Wagnuin
mwaildinniigefeyratugu Aiduesviinnziadefiondmartodvinavesmsldnmmaily
UvIASAE Usnvaanas Ba7an e twul anndsen YanssaiuanimesUssiusinas
(Yaito & Termjai, 2021) @ unsuuninasliniadlaves BTS ﬁgqmu%msjaawumﬂ%ﬁmé’nmﬁuﬂumi
g wioddmnefeingildunaahilfiAnanudlald uasdadnvaiiduisienaduing yana
aonumsaiviionsnszideaned @ uiiduunusssy (Syafiti & Marlinton, 2018)
unmasliidslavsansiudeslddndnuallunsdnenennunune dnvazsauitseiu
fe lgemaldudydnuailae spring WNUTNNATIToRREANNTS YauEdl winter AofaT9IA U
AUEINEIUIN BB nfuEutsa Ul lEaeEe Fsusingluitiomas Pass the end of

winter’s cold until the spring day comes again until the flowers bloom again. Please stay,

please stay there a little longer. (Spring Day) 5531%@A19 9 Alasunsvdusnundudayanuaily

o
o L3

UMLWASLUIANTT9UBe BTS 1ngsssuaniniuaisay i sunshine, light, star 1udydnwaluss

o

ANUAI ﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬂgimﬁa%ﬂ and stay up until we see the sunrise. That we can keep the fire

alive. (Permission to Dance) %mzﬁﬁiimﬂaﬁm%ﬁa 2Y19LYY storm, darkness, rainstorm, foggy
morning ﬁlaﬁﬂqﬂaiiﬂ AAAUUIN AU But as | keep doing that, | just can't bear the storm
inside my heart. I’m meeting the real you hidden in the storm. (Epiphany) n15t4535U%15
ansoeidenlssnuidnvesilslfiduesdmsziudainnaudues dulaludinuszdiiu
Tuvefidydnualfuansatudiulddalumasudesi 1 Fdddydnuaidednisliidsls 3
ATUNTS Lﬁ@ﬂﬂLLﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁigﬂ@Uﬁukl 1AUNTS 19U You’re my light. You’re my light. Always
shine into my heart. No matter how far apart we are, your light shines on me. (Light) Yozl
Wumﬂﬁffé’zyjé’ﬂwzﬂﬁlf]uqﬂaiiﬂiﬁﬁmﬁiaﬁiumm%maa‘ﬁ 2 lsi312818u the glass ceiling, stone,
prison, wave Waw 19 maze unuguassa ssdumasiilyimddauuunseduliised sgroouu s

Usngdeyanualdnuaisll wu Throw stones at me. We don’t fear anymore. (We are Bulletproof:

The Eternal)
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Tudrunislduanindy wudr dnsldiunnmuansauianlulalumadlviidalans

'
Va v A a

a1uSugonnInTgn denndetiuauideves Yastanti & Susilawati (2020) 7ld3det509 FuanIn

v
v

Tuumwaswes Taylor Swift udmuitnsldunnnuansanuianlulalaniduiian sisdoramsy
nsliidslaifeatesiuorsualnnuidnaslududdy lidenduninuin anundr A
Yoz wazadAs LRy (Yaito & Termjai. 2021)

wasiidiunAelsimdddatianusugos Smslddunnmluduunfindeutude Tl
oghwauutt Tionguy lidestna adnvlsin wuirsudosiaanuiinisléiunninduuaniia
swazBeavandessineiu lagluSudes 1 datunsvasuusglanle Mmilduanseuidndudid
soulou wodlanluuddfiarum’s Tnensld miracle wae thankfully Wudy fsusngludemas
The day will come back around as if nothing happened. Yeah, life goes on. But thankfully
between you and me, nothing's changed. (Life Goes On) vuzdinadlimadeludosdians 3
wiulqnduanded aldmiuansdsenusjaiu Tidediiieludaganune warlrmdslafunii
solulsiauladyn Aimniansaliuay dmilddalgnisrannuidn uasidudiinsuazusnin
mildlumasdudondl 1 uaz 3 Fuduilusingluiiewnas Can’t hold me down 'cause you

know I'm a fighter. No fear, now that | know the way, the power of the things that make

me, "me" Whatever they say, | don't give a uhh. Got no fears, I'm singin'. (On) @2uLnasl
fdslesudesi 3 Fahilvididslalaesndaes uamadies Jaiinslddiuaninmumis e
\Bosiu 1@elunsinduladenmaiiuvesiies Tsnuasifiunuvositeusiayliauysaiiuuf
a1 1unsTiidslefauuzih SadunsligiletunduanmumusieaileAumamuevosites
Alisduseadusosioslng ﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬁﬂgiﬁl,ﬁal,waﬂ Now let's forgive ourselves. Our lives are
long, trust yourself when in a maze. You've shown me | have reasons | should love
myself. (Answer: Love Myself) mmgﬁ%ummwLLammmﬁﬁﬂiuiﬂuﬁmau wuin dnslalu
Snwaugimiloutu Hufe Hefsanuidnai iutan Aants duvan Funts deune wilosdn
winuudasldauneteumntn Sulleldls vieun auidnduau wilouAunamig wme 319
Wa1 Anuannands indeads azene nigdnnsyetu linela JAnfemnulianysaluuuves
Fs Tnensldiunnngvavasdumieunisulsulszaunisaivewmuiinadesdien vl
fousiun Aouflarliarumds dddla Ygnuasuliqniuud dadu Even if 'm hurt, I'm a

hero, Put the fear behind Anpanman, panman, panman. (Anpanman)
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